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Uabwood remodealiing 1o hinder children’s progress: Doctors

Doctors have said the closure of Dalwood Assessment Cendre, which includes a
residential program, may hinder the heaith and education culcaomes of children in
rural and regional NBW who depend on the service and possess significant
Irarning difficuliias, AMA (NSW) said today.

“This is a unique centre, and provides primary age children with severe learning
difficullies in feracy and associated difficulies in language or behaviour with
specialist services, ncluding access to a team of medical professionals and
teachers,” AMA (NSW Councillor, Dy Anisllo lannuzzi said.

“But tast month, Premisr, Nathan Rees iold NSW Pariament the sarvice was
being remadellad and amalgamaled with the Children’s Hospilal Education
Rasearch Institute in Westmead 10 deliver batter health and education outcomes
for rural and remots studenis, The Premier said the ramodelied service would
iake advaniage of new technology available in schools to maks i more acoessible
10 isolated studenis, parficularly Aboriginal children,” he sald.

D lannuzzl seid he was worried aboul how a non-residential service, located at
Westmasad Hoapital s going 0 bs more accessible 10 studenis  including
Aboriginal children I rural and regionat areas, how the use of fachnology,
raporiedly amart boards, ara going o assiat children with severe leaming
difficullias to gain language and literacy outcormes and whether the children and in
particuiar the schools actually have the lachnology available,

“The Governmant is hasing the remaodaiiing on these factors, but i remaing o be
seen how this naw service will deliver batter health and aducation ocutcomes when
thare are Kay conearmns around how s going 10 be achievad and tailored around
the needs of children with leaming difficulties who live in regional and remote
areas,” Drlannuzzi said,

Dalwood works because of Hs collaborative team hased approach and we are
concemned about how the medical team, ncluding a child psycholngist, speech
pathologist and doctor will continug 10 assess these children and coliaborate with
staff 1o continue the posiiive outcomes they have gained so far,
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“Thesa chidren need human interaction and as dociors, we need 1o be able o
assess and maonior thelr prograss in peraon. Parents are concermnead the remaoded
has besn naither researched or proven as being effactive for teaching children
with lsarning difficuliies and without the face (o face contact, we are weary of how
better haalth and educahional outcomes ara gomng 1o be achisved.

“‘Ualwood has provided children with significant and posiiive outcomeas. Why
ramodad 4 service that is proven 10 be working and effectiva?

“The remaodelling has baen done without any consultation with staff or parents.
ARMA (NSW) calls on the NEW Ministers for Mealth and Education respectively 1o
halt the closwe of Dalwood for 12 months untll a review I8 complete and an
agresable model o both parents and staif is put in placs,” U fannuzzi said.

Yisit www topqualibvioys.com.aulindex. phpfer=Save Datwood Ass Cntre o sign
the petiion 10 save Dalwood Assessameant Candre.
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